EWWR good practices and case studies

1. Details of Action:
EWWR Organiser: Dumfries and Galloway Council
Country/Region: Scotland, UK, Dumfries and Galloway
Name of nominated Project Developer: Moira Weatherup, Linda Irving
Name of nominated action: It’s not rubbish/it’s rubbish museum exhibition
Place: Primary and secondary schools in the region and concluding at the Dumfries Museum
Town: Dumfries
Region: Dumfries and Galloway
Country: Scotland, UK
Website: www.dungal.gov.uk/wastemanagement
Nominee category: Public Authority
Dates of action: 17-25 November 2012

2. Please select the theme(s) highlighted in the action:
X Too Much Waste
Better Consumption
Better Production
X A Life for Products
X Less Waste thrown Away
3. Type of Action
X Action open to general public
X Action open to a target group
Action based on the production of communication tools
Other, please specify: schoolchildren

4. Please give a detailed and precise description of the nominated action
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Dumfries and Galloway ‘It’s Rubbish’ Museum Exhibition and ‘It’s not rubbish’ school competition.
DG Zero Waste Volunteer Programme ran a museum exhibition simultaneously with a competition for schools on
waste reduction. The museum exhibition aimed to provide information about rubbish through different time periods
and what we can do with our rubbish today.
It’s Rubbish Exhibition consisted of six A1 display panels which contained details of how rubbish has been
treated through the ages and what we should be doing with our rubbish today. The panels reflected different
periods in relation to how we should manage waste today. Prehistoric – Food Waste / Greek – Reduce / Medieval –
Home compost / Victorian – Reuse / Today – Recycle.
Waste activities involved the public and included; 2 waste quizzes, a virtual compost game and a Timeline Waste
Quiz.
For local waste management advise, leaflets, recipe packs and a Waste Prevention, Recycling and Recovery
Guide were made available.
In addition, the Dumfries Museum made an exhibit of items from their collections that would have ended up as
‘rubbish’ had they not been rescued and preserved for use in the museum.
Schools participation.
Run as part of the exhibition activities included: the Timeline Waste Quiz, a virtual rubbish game and a home
composting game. The ‘Virtual Rubbish’ game highlighted waste reduction and alternatives to throwing things
away, such as home composting, donating to charity shops, recycling and reusing. It stimulated discussion and
debate.
The Timeline Waste Quiz linked to the display and enabled children to explore the museum looking for items in the
collections that would originally have been considered ‘rubbish’. The Home Composting game for school groups
looked at what could be composted. There was much discussion about home composting and why this was a
better option for the environment.
Schools ‘It’s not rubbish’ Competition
It ran in conjunction with the exhibition. Schools were invited to have their own competition, encouraging children to
make something new out of something old and then send winning entries in to the museum. Entries were judged
and displayed alongside the ‘It’s Rubbish Exhibition’.
The winning entry was a pencil case made from old hessian, beads from a broken necklace and scaps of wool. The
winner received a gift voucher and a wormery for their school. The runner-up entry was a cardboard piggy bank,
they received a voucher and a compost bin for their school.

5. Please describe the target audience and how the action motivated its public/target audience, as well as
the number of participants

The intention of providing information in this way during European Week for Waste Reduction was to reach a target
audience that would include a wide variety of ages, backgrounds and interests that may not have been reached
otherwise such as only including schools, or a specific work place.
All the schools in Dumfries and Galloway were invited to take part – 16 Secondary Schools and 103 Primary
Schools.
Children participating in museum activities during EWWR: 22
Teachers supporting the children during museum activity: 4
Visitors to the museum during European Week for Waste Reduction: 185
Schools participating in the ‘it’s Not Rubbish’ competition: 3
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6. Please explain why you think this action is suitable for a EWWR Award, following the main criteria listed
here below:
1) visibility and communicational aspects
2) good practice, originality and exemplarity
3) quality of content and focus on waste prevention,
4) European reproducibility
5) follow-up in long-term and lasting impact

The exhibition and activities were designed to be portable and for longevity as they can easily be used again.
Although the exhibition was designed initially specifically for EWWR 2012, it can be used again at other museums
and venues across the region throughout the year to reach an even wider audience.
To invite entries the waste reduction agenda was highlighted at all primary and secondary schools throughout
the region, a total of 119 schools.
Participation in the classroom and at the museum provided a practical ‘learning through play’ experience for
children which will embed the message and supports our Curriculum For Excellence educational approach. Debates
about home composting for example aims to encourage children to recycle in their own homes.
The general public experienced EWWR at their local museum, showcasing history in the context of modern
day examples of the main issues around waste namely: food waste, reducing waste, composting, reusing items and
recycling.
The securing excellent Public Relations coverage in the Dumfries and Galloway Standard, a regional weekly
paper with circulation of 12717. The story headline was ‘Kids’ Decoration are Just Rubbish’, sub-headlined,
‘Youngsters learn some festive recycling tips’. Cute photos of kids ensured story take-up and readers were
encouraged to experience the museum exhibition too. It was appropriate to the season and raised the profile of
waste management in the entire region in a positive, optimistic fashion.

7. Please provide us with photos, videos, weblinks or any other material that would help the jury to better
understand the nominated EWWR action. Where possible, provide basic translation into English.
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